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Unity Worldwide Ministries-Great Lakes Region 

Annual Conference Business Meeting 

 September 24, 2019 1:05 CT 

Rev. Ray Nelson, President, opened the meeting having Rev. Kurt Condra lead the assembly in prayer.    

Ray introduced the Board members.  After the secretary’s reading of the bylaws on qualifications and 

conditions for election of Board members, the Board candidates Christina Garza, Ray Nelson, and 

Eileen Stulak were introduced and ballots for election were distributed.  A motion that the nominations 

for Board candidates be closed was made by Fred Wright and seconded. The motion was passed 

unanimously. 

The candidates each spoke to the assembly.  Ballots were collected.   

New ministers and ministries introduced themselves: 

Alternative ministry:  Unity Awakening Ways 

        Rev’s Meghan Smith Brooks and Michael Brooks 

Rev. James Stacey – Unity S Twin Cities, Minneapolis/St. Paul 

Rev. Ken Turner – Unity of Chicago South.   

Rev. Cindy Yamamoto, Interning at Unity of Ann Arbor and Unity Spiritual Center with Sharon K    

        Ketchum. 

Rev. Anita Graham Interning at Unity of Southgate, MI. 

Rev. Christine McFarland at Unity of Springfield Ill.,  

Rev. Christina Garza at Unity North Shore, Evanston IL 

Rev. Tom Sylvester has been a Licensed Minister since June. 

 

Approval of last year’s minutes- motion was made by Pat Williamson and seconded by Rick Beattie, 

passed unanimously.     

 

President’s Report:  Rev. Ray Nelson spoke of three pillars of service that our Region is committed to:  

how we continue to serve our ministries, ministers and laity.  He expressed appreciation for Rev. Valerie 

Mansfield who is mentoring a Unity church in our region.  The regional services empower our ministers 

with the EarthCare program, which has seen a tenfold increase this year.  Great Lakes is leading the 

movement in number of churches who have the consciousness that cares for creation, which if they 

commit to level A, by this time next year, we will have the entire region.  Our services also empower 

ministers through regional trainings, using zoom, webinars, and conference calls.  Through our Liaison 

from the UWM Board, we promote collaboration for joint trainings, best practices, and sharing of 

resources.  

 

Ray expressed the idea of “communicate and celebrate” - expand more into media and technology. 

Support for spiritual leaders is shown in sending out cards in times of transition, proclamations in time 

of achievement.  An example is the Lucille Olsen Day that was held in honor of her retirement and 

praise of her musical contributions to the entire New Thought movement. 
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Treasurer’s report:  Carl Nawrot presented a PowerPoint to emphasize renewing the partnership 

among Great Lakes Ministries.  Report is posted on the website.  Motion was made and seconded to 

accept the Treasurer’s report and passed unanimously.    

 

Regional Representative’s Report:  Greg Coles began by saying that he has “the best job in the 

world.”  The complete report is posted.  In his presentation, he said that the majority of contacts are from 

ministers, then board members, then UWM staff.  Greg’s service is creating a confidential place to 

process.  Through this service, the Region is able to offer free board training and leadership 

development.  Three trainings will take place by the end of the year. 

Has been certified this year as a consultant.  A new item is performing a sacred listening circle.  This is 

used in times of “drama;” a one-day event with a morning presentation and an afternoon workshop.  

Also available is the HOPCOF – honoring our past and creating our future development service to 

identify vision, mission, and core values. Major theme of this service:  growing with change:  connect, 

share,  

 Fifteen ministries are evolving. New ways of looking at evolving ministries are developing.  Full status 

ministries: 51; 27 are without ministers.  Some are not functioning, but are still on record.  

Greg invited everyone to sign up to be/get a prayer partner.    

 

Youth and Family Ministry Consultant’s Report:  See posted reports summarizing the events that 

Rev. Chase conducted throughout the Great Lakes Region as Youth and Family Ministry Consultant.   

Percentage of ministries that have Youth programs is 61%.  Data from membership reports reveals that 

the number of children is an average of 3.   She asked that we all fill out the information about YFM on 

our membership forms.   

Coming in November: “The multi-age classroom.”  This fall Rev. Diane Venzera is conducting a 

webinar, and in October Rev. Chase is giving a training, “Heart Connection Time” to be held at Fox 

Valley Unity. 

Following the close of the Conference, Thursday afternoon 1-3 pm, Rev. Chase will present a YFM 

seminar on how to engage generation Z. 

New for 2020:  Training Retreat in Southern Chicago.  Later in the year, one in the Detroit area. 

Chase asked that we join her Facebook page and sign up for email notifications.  

She is available by phone and welcomes requests for assistance with YFM.   

She reminded us “the mind is not a vessel to be filled, but a fire to be ignited.” 

YF Prayer circle is 1st Thursday 7:15 pm.   

 

Youth Events Coordinator Report: Rev. Chase reviewed the report from Tyler Pritchard, Youth 

Events Coordinator. See website for complete report.   

2018-2019 Retreat Themes:  Be the Change, Stand in Power, All Together Now, Embrace Your 

Awesomeness, Discover Your Happiness.   
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June Rally theme: “Align.”  Attendees must answer qualification questions, one of which is:   

          What do you love doing that makes you feel most connected and aligned with yourself? 

          An example of an answer:  through healing my body, I raise my energy vibration. 

          New officers were elected at the Rally.   

Connect with them on Instagram, Facebook, or through tylerpritchard12@gmail.com. 

Ray stated that we are one of only two or three regions that has a dedicated staff person for youth and 

family ministry. 

 

Licensed Unity Teacher Representative’s Report:  Tom Sylvester gave the LUT representative 

report, available on the website and will be passed out at the Luncheon on Wednesday.  Highlights:  he 

was elected at the 2016 LUT luncheon, so this is the end of his current term.  We have four new LUT’s 

this year:  Nancy Anne Berdasco, Unity of Bay City, Anne Hartuppee, 1st Unity of St. Louis.  Sharon 

Louis, Unity of Royal Oak, and Mary Wackrow, Unity of Royal Oak.  There is not one state in our nine 

state region that doesn’t have a Licensed Unity Teacher.  We have 84 active LUT’s in the GLR.  Current 

database is accurate.  Also have a Facebook page for LUT’s. Tomorrow, LUT luncheon will elect a new 

LUT regional representative.  Rev. Eileen Patra will be the speaker, “From Walls to Bridges.” 

 

An offering was blessed and collected.   

 

Sheila Cook moved for adjournment, seconded by Deb Hill Davis.  Passed unanimously.  The meeting 

was adjourned at 2:50 pm CT. 
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