
Want to Grow Deeper into God?  Are you willing to say “Here I Am, Lord!”? 

Like many of you, I recently attended the virtual ordination of our graduates.  As each 

one was ordained, I silently blessed them and could not help but wonder, with tears of 

joy in my eyes, what God would have them be, do?  After my ordination I can clearly 

remember saying, “I’m going back to San Francisco.”  Well, that didn’t happen, except 

to visit.   

Of my 26 years in ministry, 24 have been in the Great Lakes Unity Region.  Great Lakes 

Unity Region is my home.  I have been here in the good times and the not so good 

times.  There was a time when GLUR had four YFM employees, many more churches, 

a larger budget, and a reserve.  We are not in the same place today and neither are our 

ministries.  I believe we must give back to the movement if the movement is to survive.  

Now more than ever, serving our region is crucial to our movement’s continuation and 

well-being. 

When I have not been in service to UWM or UWH, I have served our region. What I 

have learned during my time as a minister is that if I want to continue to go deeper in my 

spiritual growth, I must be in service. When I give of my time, talent and treasure to 

something that I love, it feeds my soul; and I go deeper into God. I grow.   

Most of my service has been Unity Board service, and this is how I grow deeper when I 

serve:   

• Deeper spiritual growth/prayer, education and service 

• A sense of belonging 

• Knowing that I make a difference within the organization 

• Deeper friendships 

• New leadership skills  

• New relationship skills 

• Collaboration skills  

• Being on the cutting edge of fulfilling a vision.  

Our current regional Board echoes this sentiment and shared with me how serving the 

region has blessed them. 

Susan Liddell, current LUT representative, shared, “I am blessed to support our 

Licensed Unity Teachers.  I enjoy being part of a larger process that leads us to the 

provision of quality services such as the conference, our youth education programs and 

our Regional Representative.  I have a voice in decisions about finances and future 

planning.  As we create strong well-functioning regions, we also create a strong Unity 

movement.”  

Rev. Ray Nelson, current Vice President says, “I believe it is important to give back in 

time, talent, and treasure to those organizations that have done so much to support me 

and the Unity movement. The Regional Board promotes ministries working together and 



assisting each other in a variety of ways including youth and family programming, YOU 

and Uniteen rallies, regional representative services, our monthly newsletter and a 

yearly conference. The Regional Board supplements the work of UWM responding to 

our local issues and churches. For many of our smaller spiritual centers, the Region is 

their connection to the greater Unity movement.”  

And Diane Stark, current Secretary, states, “Serving on a Board, especially in Unity, is a 

way to get more connections and more familiarity with the network of spiritual leaders 

that comprise our community.  Being on a team of people who are dedicated to 

conscious evolution - what could be better?” 

Are you ready to go deeper in your spiritual growth?  Are you willing to say, 

“Here I Am, Lord!”?  Each year there are two positions on the Great Lakes 

Regional Board open for election.  Will this be the year you say yes?   

I also want to thank this year’s nominating committee: 

Rev. Tom Sylvester, Rev. Joanne Rowden, Darren L. Wells, Janith Griffin, LUT, Rev. 

Greg Coles, Regional Representative and myself, Chair Great Lakes Region 

Nominating Team, appointed by the President.   

I hope that you will prayerfully consider if you are being called to serve by becoming a 

part of the Board.   These three links will give you information in your discernment 

process. 

1.  The Great Lakes Unity Region Bylaws:  

https://www.greatlakesunity.com/bylaws-and-policies. 

2.  What are the duties of a Board member? 

3.  An application for Board service to be reviewed by the nominating committee.  

Please return your application by August 27 to:  revpat@unityminneapolis.org  or  Rev. 

Pat Williamson, Unity Minneapolis, 4000 Golden Valley Road, Golden Valley MN 55422 

Love and Blessings to each of you.   

 
Rev. Pat Williamson 
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