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    NEWS FLASH 

Right now, at the Unity Urban Ministerial School in 2017, there is 

so much excitement in the air!  We have had our lofty dreams ful-

filled, thanks to Spirit!  We are now settled in our new location on 

West Grand Boulevard in Detroit, adjacent to the Hotel St. Regis, 

with classes and exciting seminars scheduled for the balance of this 

year!   

We also have a new registrar on board to ensure our school records 

are kept up properly and communicated to our students promptly 

and efficiently.  

So much excitement has been generated by our use of the newer 

technology available to us too! Our new and improved Coursewebs 

Online program is now in place as well as classroom video confer-

encing and teaching via the Zoom.us platform. With this new tech-

nology, instructors and students get to hangout, do real time live 

presentations and have face to face discussions and conversations 

with each other. 

We were so blessed by, and offer a big thank you to; Detroit Unity 

Temple who served as our host for this past L & O held in the Fall 

of 2016. The folks at Detroit Unity Temple were most gracious of-

fering our students and visiting Ministers who served on L and O 

teams, tours of their facility sharing their wonderful and rich histo-

ry in a place where Rev. Eric Butterworth once served!   

As a result of all our many blessings, our enrollment is continuing 

to soar and is currently near 70 students at the time of this writ-

ing.  God has blessed the Unity Urban School beyond our wildest 

dreams. 

Thanks be to God! 

Dr. Catherine Thomas, PhD  
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“The spirit of the Lord 

God is upon us, 

because the Lord ha 

preach good tidings un-

to the meek. He 

hath sent us to bind up 

the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to 

the captives, and 

opening of the prisons 

to them that 

are bound.” Isaiah 61:1 

"Do, be, see, think, give, share, offer, accept, live, breathe, exude love today. With yourself, 

with others, with your world, with your smile and through challenges too. Do love, love is 

better." - Rev. Stephen J. Kosmyna  



 

 

  

It is often said that a journey begins with a single step. Choosing to enter ministerial school and 

move forward in this adventure has been a series of steps for me, each one unique in its own 

way. 

Since childhood I knew I would minister to others and teach from a heart of compassion. While I 

did not know how that would look, I found inspiration through those who chose to live compas-

sionately, through assisting others and through learning. 

A dear friend introduced me to Unity over forty-five years ago and I have taken a very interest-

ing, albeit somewhat winding, path to where I am today: a third year student at Unity Urban 

Ministerial School and who is set to graduate in May of this year. 

I was already a student of many of the masters of the Far East when Unity appeared as an intri-

guing beacon guiding me to come closer and to learn more. So I did. Over time I studied the 

works of the Fillmores while learning more of the teachings of Sufism, Jewish and Christian 

mysticism, shamanism and a variety of other ancient teachings. It became clear to me that they 

were all woven together into a magnificent tapestry of Truth. 

It was then that I began to center my focus on the teachings of Unity and decided to become a 

prayer chaplain trainer. It was from the consciousness of affirmative prayer that I found my life 

changing and my awareness of the presence of God deepening. My heart was opening as was my 

heightened awareness of Oneness of all that is.  

In the meantime, my career as a civil servant was nearing retirement, opening even more doors 

in my life.  While still working, I chose to begin the LUT path and have served in that capacity 

since. This choice added to the richness of that experience of Oneness and opened new insights 

for me. 

Since becoming an LUT, I have taught classes, officiated weddings and memorials, worked in 

South Africa, given Sunday talks, led our prayer chaplain team, planned and led a variety of sa-

cred services, served in prison ministry, assisted with a variety of outreach programs, led medi-

tation groups, served as a staff member in two Unity churches, given talks in Youth and Family 

ministries…yet being called to do more.  

It was just over two years ago, while working in a small village in South Africa that I had abso-

lute clarity regarding the calling I’d had to ministerial school for many years. I walked to the lo-

cal internet site, logged on and registered for Unity Urban Ministerial School (UUMS).  

Since then I have been blessed with over a thousand hours of enlightening, challenging and in-

teresting coursework. I have learned much and grown spiritually more than I could have imag-

ined. And, yes, there has been some chemicalization along the way! I have one more course to 

take before graduation in May and will begin my nine month internship in July. 

Walking the Path to Ministry 

Belinda Issac Lightheart—LUT 



 

 

 

UUMS has an excellent teaching staff with curriculum de-

signed to empower, educate and engage each student. The 

material is organized to support the students at all levels 

toward ministry. The day to day running of a ministry and 

in depth knowledge of the Bible as well as the more esoteric 

concepts of spirituality are all included in the coursework.  

The online classes are designed to meet the schedule of 

each student with one assignment per class due each week. 

The material is designed to inform while challenging and 

inspiring the student to think outside of their own personal 

structure of understanding. 

Has it been worth it? Absolutely. Would I recommend it 

others? I have and I will.  

I am grateful for UUMS, grateful for this path and grateful 

for my trust in God. 

  

 STAFF SPOTLIGHT 

Greetings. I am Lynette E. Jordan, the new Registrar for Unity 

Urban Ministerial School. I live in Atlanta, GA. I'm originally 

from Cleveland, OH. I have worked in education for 35 years as 

an Education Consultant, SAT Prep Instructor, Sp. Ed. Supervi-

sor, Teacher, and Tutor. I attended Capella University (Ed. S.), 

Atlanta University (MA), and Ohio University (BA). I look for-

ward to working with you and am honored to work for Unity Ur-

ban Ministerial School. 

It is often said that a 

journey begins with a 

single step. Choosing 

to enter ministerial 

school and move for-

ward in this adventure 

has been a series of 

steps for me, each one 

unique in its own way. 

Belinda Issac 

Lightheart 



 

 

  

The Unity Urban Ministerial School in Detroit has moved. That's right. UUMS has moved to 

a new facility. The facility is located in the heart of midtown Detroit; 3075 W Grand Blvd, 

Detroit, MI 48202. It is located right next to the beautiful St. Regis Hotel, but with its own 

private entrance. When you enter, you will find a warm office, a lending library, and you’ll 

be greeted by UUMS staff ready to help with your spiritual journey. 

In honor of the new facility, there was a need for dedication, to bless us in our continued 

quest for teaching, disseminating and demonstrating Truth Principles. The ceremony was 

held on Sunday, December 4th, 2016 right on the premises. As a local UUMS student, I was 

honored to be asked to serve as a hostess, greeter and helper. There were many attendees 

from our local region who enjoyed in the festivities. While Rev. Larry Hooks emceed the 

event, Rev. Gregory Guice was the Officiant to bless the facility with our very own Rev. San-

dra Campbell sharing her talent in song with her vocal rendition of Climb Every Mountain. 

After the praise, joy and thanksgiving for this new adventure, we were able to feast on a ca-

tered meal by Detroit Unity Temple's Prayer Chaplain, Debbie Bowen. 

Thank you to all that attended. For those who would like to see our facilities, UUMS offices 

are open M-F 8-5. The phone number is: 313-870-1890.     - Tene K. Moore                                                                                                                                    



 

 

 



 

 

Healing and Justice—By David B. Adams 

My work in “History of the African American Church” opened my eyes and heart in so many 

ways. In my Licensing and Ordination meeting, Rev. Saunder Bracy and I had a riveting, albeit 

brief conversation about early African Christians. I mentioned that I was supremely unaware of 

their experience, and she replied, “That’s because they [history book authors and teachers] didn’t 

want you to know it.” That comment simultaneously woke me up and broke my heart.  

It is my desire as a minister to be an understanding, compassionate, supportive, and loving lead-

er in whatever community I am called to lead. To be such, I must expose myself to history 

through the eyes of indigenous cultures. The more intimate my knowledge, the greater the bond 

of trust will be with those I lead. The Prayer of St. Francis comes to mind: ‘Make me an instru-

ment of thy peace… where there is injury, (let me deliver) pardon… grant that I may not so much 

seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood, as to understand.’ 

I also feel called to action around human rights more than ever before. To read of the horrendous 

plight of slavery is one thing; to allow ourselves to become complacent by thinking that things 

have changed dramatically since then is farcical. Reading of the tireless efforts of powerful men 

and women within the Black churches and of their ongoing struggle against White society was 

eye-opening. Knowing that there are still miles to go before we rest is imperative. 

Probably my most profound realization, and one that I share often in talking about this class, 

came from extensive reading about the Civil Rights Movement. So many of the things said by 

leaders of the movement could just as easily appear on the front page of today’s newspaper or 

Twitter feed. The “civil rights” conversations of the era reviewed through this course were largely 

around ethnicity; in today’s world, we recognize that “civil rights” also include equality based on 

gender and the consideration of the LGBTQ community. 

There is still a level of distrust and ethnic/cultural divide around the world, but it seems particu-

larly volatile in our own nation. I believe that part of my ministry will involve being a voice for 

change through healing conversations. The history to which I have been exposed and the meth-

ods for healing and releasing all ties to it must be brought to light. We must, as one human race, 

be willing to sit down and collectively raise our awareness and consciousness by having coura-

geous conversations. Our healing lies before us, if we are willing to acknowledge the past, bring 

the light of forgiveness to it, and move toward something greater. 

As an example: When the flesh is wounded, healing comes through recognizing the severity of the 

wound to properly treat it. As a people, we must address the wound that still exists between eth-

nic/gender/LGBTQ communities. For the flesh wound, we then cleanse it and bind it, so it may 

begin to close. Through conversation and appropriate action, this cultural divide will begin to 

close. With the flesh wound, we must frequently check for complications and keep the wound 

clean. This occurs in society by allowing our continued actions to align with our words. Just as 

the mark from the flesh wound fades over time, so too can the marks of inequality and oppres-

sion fade from our world. 

From the Classroom 



 

 

  

This process will not be easy nor quick. Through our connection to the Divine, which is the true 

bonding agent for humanity, it is possible. My ministry, as I mentioned above, will be a positive, 

healing one. My ministry will not shrink away from challenging conversations or appropriate 

demonstrations of faith in humanity. I, as a minister, must hold the standard high so more can be 

sheltered by it. While my ministry will be multifaceted, I feel confident that being a voice for human 

rights will be a major part of it. 

Using History and Context to Uncover the Meaning of Revelation 
By Peter C Finger 

 
 Many authorities and readers consider Revelation to be one of the most challenging and difficult 
writings of the New Testament. For me, it was the one book of the Bible that I was truly afraid of 
after a fundamentalist friend explained about the end of the world back when I was in high school. I 
don’t believe I ever opened that book again since. And that is why I chose this topic; to finally face 
this fear. 
 
To anyone familiar with Hebrew Scripture, the Revelation does not appear strange or mystifying.  In 
fact, there is a whole genre of writing known as apocalyptic literature of which the Revelation is a 
prime example. Apocalypses in general were not written for a world or a people or church hundreds 
or thousands of years later than their time of writing, but for their own day and generation. This 
symbolism would be clear to the initiated but would be meaningless to people not possessing the 
codes to this type of writing.  
 
When Revelation was written, Christianity was still an outlaw religion, barely tolerated by Rome. 
Beginning with Nero who ruled from 34-68 C.E., being a Christian was considered a crime. 
 
In 325 C.E., during the Council of Nicaea, the Egyptian bishop Athanasius was the first to use Reve-
lation as a weapon, not against Rome and its rulers, but against other Christians that he called her-
etics. Athanasius declared that those who did not believe in the Nicene Creed would fall into ever-
lasting fire and be “tormented day and night, forever and ever.” Athanasius set a trend that has 
been adopted by other Christians ever since, as countless people claim to see its prophecies of di-
vine judgment being fulfilled before their eyes and wield it as a weapon to strike terror in people’s 
hearts.  
 
The true meaning of the Revelation almost certainly referred to criticism of the ancient Roman Em-
pire. For example, to interpret “the beast,” scholars point to the fact that in Aramaic the “numerical 
value” of the name Nero Caesar is “666.” And “Babylon the Great” was not simply a symbolic name 
for Rome, but for domination systems organized around power, wealth, seduction, intimidation and 
violence. Further, the symbolic number of those marked for salvation is “144,000,” a multiple of 12, 
the number representing the traditional twelve tribes of Israel, indicating that John sees his fellow 
Jews redeemed. 
 
The clear intention of The Revelation to John was to reassure the followers of the Way, who were 
being persecuted at that time by the full might of the Roman Empire; that the God of Jesus Christ 
was all-powerful and would triumph in the end. 
 

From the Classroom 



 

 

  

My Personal Credo  
Rev. Merry Ann Kain 

I believe that God is the highest aspect of who I am and the highest as-

pect of all humanity. God is the light in everyone, no exception. The 

light may be obscured by the denseness of fear and all of its disguises 

but the Light is there, in all of us. God is all powerful, the only power 

there is and will ever be. I believe that God is the Goodness in every 

heart; the Love that expresses kindness and compassion in the face of 

darkness and despair. I believe that we are all God living in bodies, 

here be the Voice of God, the Love of God, the Wisdom and Strength 

and Power and Wholeness of God incarnate.  

 I believe that God is the Creator of all that is. I believe that God is the 

energy behind all material manifestation and God is the manifested 

world. I believe that God is life Itself expressing in every moment. I AM 

Spirit. I AM Light. I AM LOVE. I am an eternal Spiritual being here to 

realize myself fully as God incarnate.  

My relationship with God is that of loving every aspect of myself, 

knowing that loving myself is the act of loving the Christ or Goddess 

that I Am. My relationship is with the God of my being and the God 

within everyone I meet. It is the most important and only relationship 

of my life. I love the God within myself with every decision and every 

thought I think. I know with all of my being that I am the Light of the 

World. 

I express my belief about God in my work as a minister. This is not a 

part time job, it is who I am for the rest of my life. It is my purpose to 

see everyone and everything through the eyes of God. I am here to be 

the hands of God. I am here to be the voice of God. I am here to feed 

God by feeding the world.  I am blessed to be able to remind people 

every day that they are the light of the world. I am so blessed to be able 

to see the world through the eyes of Christ. I look past the apparent 

masks most of us wear to the inner light of people. I see the light and 

the light expands its borders, right then and there. I love it that I am 

using the only real power that exists and that power is love. I express 

God when I recognize God and God leaps up with Joy to be seen. God 

loves to be recognized, it’s why I am here, to recognize God everywhere.  

The nature of God is Love. God is love expressing Itself through me and 

you. God is Love expressing Itself in nature. God is Love expressing It-

self in every moment of every day.  

 I know with all of my being that God is everyone and everything. I love 

God by loving myself so much that I am filled with Love to overflowing 

and from that fullness I love God in everyone I meet and everyone I 

The  

Intern’s 

Pulpit 

 
Rev.  

Merry Ann 

Kain 

 
 
“My  
relationship 
with God is 
that of  
loving  
every  
aspect of my-
self, know-
ing that lov-
ing myself is 
the act of 
loving the 
Christ or 
Goddess that 
I Am.“ 
Rev. Merry Ann 
Kain 



 

 

My Personal Credo… Cont 

think about. I love God as people. I love God as nature. I love God and I serve God first by going 

within and calling forth the highest aspect of  

who I am, the part of me that has already ascended to the Father or Creator of all that is. I call forth 

this Goddess and I ask for help. Help me to love and accept every part of being that I may heal and 

come forth as God’s light in the world of darkness.  I ask this Goddess to help me with every aspect 

of my life.  I ask for help as a minister and grandmother and as a citizen of the planet. I ask to be 

filled with more light and more awareness so that my ego is in service to the Light that I am now as 

never before. I remind myself every day that It is not I but the Christ who does the work. God is 

here now, within me, as me, and God is you. I see you God, everywhere.  

  



 

 WHAT IS MINE  TO DO 
by Darlene Gwyn 

It was as though I woke up to a humanity I did not recognize.  
The smell of fear and the loss of hope assaulted my senses. There 
seemed to be a universal longing and it was palpable.   Feeling 
overwhelmed, I sought understanding in the silence and I asked 
“what is mine to do?” Illumination has never been a sudden bolt 
for me, but slowly I come to see. I became aware that humanity 
is seeking a connection, to something worthy of their faith.    

Christianity must refrain from preaching separatism and disdain 
for anything or anyone who does not conform to an ever narrow-
ing concept of what constitutes being a “Christian.” I see in the 
Unity movement the potential to become a sanctuary of promise 
and acceptance, embracing the multitude of seekers. As a stu-
dent of Unity principle, “what is mine to do?” I know I must go 
beyond a weekly motivational speech, no matter how inspiring it 
might be.  It is one thing to say, we are a church of attraction not 
promotion; however, first we must get and hold their attention 
and then Unity’s message will be the attraction. For many years, 
I had heard of Unity, but never walked through the door, be-
cause I assumed it was nothing more than “different door/same 
story.”  

Another question I have had to ask is “where is the future of our 
message?”  The answer seems to be; it is in our youth being 
mentored by the wisdom and love of our elders. Encouraging 
questionings while teaching respect even in the face of disagree-
ment. Being older, I want consideration for the comfort and 
needs of our senior congregants, but flexibility is a blessing for 
more than just our arthritic bones.   

Another realization is that I must be willing to meet people 
where they are at the moment they are put in my path. To 
acknowledge their fears and pain before insisting they stop 
speaking of it. I must create a safe space that allows for being 
heard before the expectation of releasing. It is my job to move 
people away from a belief in lack, but with a constant eye to 
compassion.  

St. Hildegard of Bingen once said: “A human being is a vessel 
that God has built for himself and filled with his inspiration so 
that his works are perfected in it.” Unity as a movement has 
been inspired and offers the possibility of a better spiritual expe-
rience, better communities, states and countries. We have in our 
hands the gifts that can redeem our universe and restore faith, 
love, kindness, nonjudgement, and hope to a frightened world 
sensing its entire existence is at the edge of a frightening preci-
pice. In reality “the way” is right there just a step away, but it ap-
pears too dark to see. Having been blessed with Unity principles 
and filled with Divine inspiration, it is mine to be a light, a ref-
uge and a demonstration of “the way”. 

Unity Urban Ministerial School 

3075 W Grand Blvd,  

Detroit, MI 48202  

Phone: 313-870-1890  

E-mail: 

catherine.thomas24@yahoo.com 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

“The spirit of the 

Lord God is upon us, 

because the Lord 

hath anointed us to 

preach good tidings 

unto the meek. He 

hath sent us to bind 

up the broken heart-

ed, to proclaim liber-

ty to the captives, 

and opening of the 

prisons to them  that 

are bound.” 

Isaiah 61:1 


