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Application for  

Unity Worldwide Ministries Great Lakes 

Region Board of Trustees 

 

Your Name: Rev Ray Nelson 

Our Board of Trustees and LRDT team thank you for your consideration of board service for our 

region.  Board service is a rewarding and joyful experience.  It also provides an opportunity to 

grow in leadership.  In return, board members tithe their time, talent and treasure to further the 

mission of Unity Worldwide Ministries Great Lakes Region.  The time commitment for board 

members is listed below: 

 Spring face-to-face meeting:  2-3 days (travel, meals, lodging paid by GLURC) 

 Summer meeting at Convention: 2 hours (if you attend convention) 

 Fall Conference:  4 days including pre-conference, business, and post-conference meetings 

 Monthly phone meetings: 2 hours each month plus preparation time. 

 Ad hoc committee work as needed 

 

The excerpt from our bylaws states the qualifications for the serving on the Board of Trustees  

 

ARTICLE IV GOVERNANCE 

Section 1 Board of Trustees 

1.3  General Members.  

a. Qualifications. 

Any individual member in good standing of the corporation may serve as one of the six 

(6) general members of the Board of Trustees.   Additionally, candidates must meet the 

following requirements:  

1) Candidates must be present and voting during the meeting at which they are elected, 

or they must be excused by the President of the Board of Trustees due to extenuating 

circumstances 

2) Candidates must be persons who have shown an active interest in the Corporation and 

its business.  

3) Candidates who are licensed or ordained must be persons in good standing with Unity 

Worldwide Ministries.  

4) Candidates may not be persons receiving compensation from the Corporation.  
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A. PERSONAL INFORMATION 

 

Email: revray@unityoflouisville.org  Year of Ordination:  2011 

Address: 1008 Andle Court Church/Ministry affiliation: Unity of 

Louisville 

City/St/Zip  Louisville/ KY/ 40214 Phone #   w-502-583-5559 c-612-281-1659 

 

Please provide a short bio here or attach another page:  

Rev Ray is 2011 graduate of the Unity Institute and Seminary and was licensed and 

ordained by Unity Worldwide Ministries in June 2011. Rev Ray is Senior Minister at 

Unity of Louisville where he assumed his duties July 1, 2013. In addition, Rev Ray is 

the internship coordinator and student adviser for the UWSI ministerial program. Rev 

Ray previously served as Associate Minister of Unity Christ Church in Golden Valley 

MN from July 2011 to July 2013. While at school Rev Ray served as Youth Education 

Director of Unity of Independence MO from 2009 to 2011 and as a prayer associate 

for Silent Unity. In addition to Unity Institute, Rev Ray has a Masters of Divinity 

from United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities with a concentration in pastoral 

care and counseling and a degree in Political Science from Northern Illinois 

University. Rev Ray is a Board member and serves on the Executive team as secretary 

for the House of Ruth a non-profit organization that provide housing and services to 

homeless individuals and families affected by HIV/AIDS. Rev Ray currently serves as 

the President of the Unity Great Lakes Region.  

 

Rev. Ray’s personal vision is: “Centered in God I live, teach, and preach a gospel of 

unconditional love and acceptance” and his mission is "I am a leading voice in New 

Thought inspiring personal healing and transformation in an often broken world."Ray 

truly has an ecumenical heart and strives to build bridges of commonality rather than 

focus on the distinctions of difference. Rev. Ray draws freely upon his own personal 

life journey to assist others on their spiritual path. Rev Ray journey includes a 

complete healing from a life-threatening heart condition and 26 years of recovery 

from substance abuse. Transformation is not a theory but a lived experience for Rev. 

Ray which he joyfully and passionately shares. Rev. Ray believes we are spiritual 

beings having a human experience and our work is to align the human experience with 

the Divine truth of who we truly are. 

 

Rev Ray has been married to his beautiful wife Robin since 2001. They have two cats 

and recently purchased a home in the Afterglow neighborhood of SW Louisville... 

Rev Ray enjoys a good book, the arts, theater, music, eating out, and spending time 

with friends.  
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B. INVOLVEMENT IN A UNITY MINISTRY 

 

Name of Ministry where you serve:   Unity of Louisvill 

Are you currently the spiritual leader?   Yes  

If not the spiritual leader, what is your role? N/A 

How long have you been in this ministry?  6 years 

List any previous ministries (and dates) that you have served as spiritual Leader: I was Associate 

Minister at Unity of Minneapolis 

 

 

Do you come from a ministry that currently has a minister from your ministry serving on the 

U.W.M Board? I currently serve as President of the Region 

Are you currently a retired minister? No 

 

C. OTHER INVOLVEMENT IN UNITY 

 

1. Have you served on any Unity Boards (e.g. Regional, Sub-regional, etc.)? Please provide 

details including dates. I currently am completing the 3rd year of my term as President of 

the Great Lakes Region 

 

2. Have you served on U.W.M. Board ministry teams, or Regional or Sub-regional ministry 

teams? Please provide details. I served on the conference team from 2012 until 2016. I 

was conference co-chair 2015 and 2016 

 

3. Other Board experience? I currently am the executive secretary for House of Ruth a non 

profit serving homeless individuals and families with HIV/AIDS 

 

4. What is your understanding of the role of the GLURC Board of Trustees? We make 

policies to guide staff duties and put on the yearly conference. Our main goal is one of 

facilitating connections and opportunities for ministers, ministries, and laity to grow. We 

provide services to assist individuals and communities in moving through conflict, 

struggles, and transitions. In addition, we provide support and programming for the youth 

education ministries and staff in the region.  
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5. Why do you want to serve on our GLURC Board? To help build connections and provide 

better access to services and programming for all those who serve in our region. To assist 

in providing access and bridge the gaps in UWM programming. 

 

6. What is your vision for the future of Unity Worldwide Ministries Great Lakes Region? 

My goal is for all who serve in our region to know we are here to support them in 

fulfilling their missions. To assist in creating in the Region the understanding is we are all 

part of the whole and working and collaborating together makes us all stronger.  

 

     7.  Do you attend GL Regional Conference and U.W.M. annual convention? How often? I 

always attend conference. I usually attend convention every other year.  

 

 

 

D. EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS 

 

1. What is your approach to decision making in groups? I believe in a collaborative approach 

coming to consensus but staying on task.  

 

2. How do you handle conflict in a team environment? Provide an example. I give everyone an 

opportunity to be heard. Often conflict revolves around different understanding of events or 

condition or different expectations. Giving everyone an opportunity to be heard. This does 

not guarantee agreement but provides a level of understanding and deescalates the conflict.  

When I took over as Board President there was a lot of ill feelings and lingering hurt, anger, 

and judgment. The Board brought in a trained facilitator for the remaining Board members 

to process their experience and feelings. In addition, at the Regional conference I had a 

UWM consultant facilitate a healing circle that allowed everyone to be heard. 

 

3. What are your strengths as a leader? Collaboration, responsiveness to new situations, and 

keeping things on task not allowing things to get bogged down in the details. I trust my staff 

and provide feedback when needed. 

 

4. Describe how you function as part of a team. My strength in collaboration makes me a good 

team member. I know when to lead and when to be a good follower. I am willing to ask the 

tough questions while at the same time let go and trust the wisdom of the team. 
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5. What interest and specific skills or experience do you bring relative to these areas of Board 

service:  President or VP, Secretary, Treasurer, Youth Ministry Liaison, Communications 

Liaison, LRDT or LUT Representative? I am the current President and have served on the 

conference team 

  

  

 

 

Thank you for completing this application for Unity Worldwide Ministries Great Lakes Region 

Board of Trustees.  We bless you for your willingness to serve.   

Rev Ray Nelson 

Unity Great Lakes President 

502-583-5559 x11 

revray@unityoflouisville.org 


