
 
2019 Conference Planning Team: 

Co-chairs:  Rev. Valerie Mansfield, Rev. Deb Hill-Davis 

Hospitality: Rev. Grace Nicodemus & Rev. Valerie Mansfield 

Special Services:  Rev. Grace Nicodemus & Rev. Meghan Brooks 

Rev. Michael Brooks, Rev. Brian Griffin & Rev. Chase 

Board Liaison: Rev. Deb Hill- Davis 

Cindi Cousineau, Admin. Assistant  

 

 

We held our first meeting onsite at Potawatomi Inn to decide on roles for the team.  

Valerie and Deb graciously volunteered to accept the chair positions.  Team reviewed 

their responsibilities for the upcoming year, and we began to consider guest speakers 

and musicians. We had already decided to move the conference to the Stoneybrook 

Inn, in Moline IL. We all agreed to email each other interested or possible speakers and 

musicians. 

 

The team’s first task in October was to review the survey/evaluation forms. The body 

responded to the new format and wanted more free time built into the program. We 

decided to go back to one speaker and musician with added time for supporting and 

relaxation. We reviewed all the various possibilities for speakers and musicians.  

 

The team chooses the theme “Roll’n Together…Serving Each Other in Unity” to build on 

the new location and evaluations for connection, relaxation. We choose daily themes for 

the conference and possible activities. Day 1 Open Heart Connections – Listening to 

Spirit as we Roll, into the future together. Day 2 Walking together on the path Day 3 

How do you roll? Spiritual Gifts Exchange Day 4 Championing each other. Rev. Chase 

created space to include Youth & Family Ministries during the last day and adding an 

extra day for Youth & Family activities. Rev. Brain suggested we change the Memorial 

Service to a Celebration of Life so we have begun that shift. We will have a labyrinth for 

inside, a river walk encouraging everyone to move and be during the week. 

 

We decided to invite Rev. Charline Manuel as the keynote speaker. She was very 

excited with the overall and daily themes and will create a fun engaging experience.  

Charline suggest a jazz musician she had worked with before, Maryel Epps and after 



speaking with her we decided it was a good fit. The dance and banquet were moved to 

the Riverboat for a new experience.  

 

The GLUR Board received regular reports and offered suggestions about scheduling, 

pricing, etc. through Deb Hill-Davis, Board Liaison.   

 

We are enthusiastic about the 2019 Great Lakes Unity Regional Conference for our 

friends, colleagues and lay leaders.  It has been a pleasure to serve on this magnificent 

team.  

 

I truly appreciate this team and the leadership and regret to inform you this is my last 

year as the Co-Chair for the Unity Great Lakes Region Conference.  

  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Valerie W. Mansfield, On behalf of the team 

 


