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LICENSED UNITY TEACHER REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE  
The Great Lakes Unity Region LUT Representative position requires a 
LUT who holds a current license, is up-to-date on post graduate hours, 
and has served his/her region for a minimum of one year.  The person 
in this position is elected at the LUT Luncheon/Business Meeting at the 
GLUR Conference for a three-year term.  The Regional Representative 
may be elected to serve two terms.  The individual in the position also 
serves as a voting member of the GLUR Board of Trustees. 

 

The primary purpose of the LUT Regional Representative is to connect, 
inspire, and support all Licensed Unity Teachers and Licensed Unity 
Teacher Candidates within their respective Region.  The secondary 
purpose of this position is to be a member of the Regional Board and to 
be cooperative and supportive in helping to build and maintain the 
relationship between the Region, Unity Worldwide Ministries, LUTs and 
LUT Candidates within their respective Region. 

 

I was elected to the position of the LUT Regional Representative at the 
LUT Business Meeting during the 2016 GLUR Conference.  As a result, I 
am completing my three-year term in this position at this Conference. 

 

LICENSED UNITY TEACHER ALTERNATE REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 

Susan Heine, Unity of Fort Wayne Spiritual Center has been the LUT 
Alternate Regional Representative since April 30, 2017.   Susan was 
elected to this role at the LUT Luncheon Business meeting during the 
2016 GLUR Conference by those present.  However, Susan would not 
be officially eligible to be in this role until she completed her one-year 
of service in the region as a LUT on April 30, 2017.  Given this situation, 
the Board made the decision to approve Janet Griffith, the immediate 
past GLURC LUT Regional Representative to serve as the Alternate until 
Susan became eligible.  Susan Heine continues to be in this position. 
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LUT MINISTRY TEAM - LUTMT 

This team is made up of Licensed Unity Teachers and LUT Candidates 
from the Great Lakes Unity Region.  The LUT Alternate Regional 
Representative is the Team Chair.  The team communicates via emails, 
phone calls, and Zoom Video Conference calls.  This team provides 
opportunity for leadership as we plan and participate in sub-regional 
and regional conferences, recruit the LUT Regional and Alternate 
Representative every three years, and enjoy networking with others. 

 

Currently, there are six LUT Ministry Team Members: Susan Heine; April 
Ellenburg, Anicia Blake, Candace Lucas, Anne Hartupee, Char Carroll 
and myself.  At this year’s Conference, we are asking other LUTs to 
become members of the Team.  We plan to hold monthly conference 
calls to network and plan workshops and conferences.  The Team has 
held two Zoom Video Conferences in recent months in an effort to 
determine the wants and needs for LUT support and training. 

 

We are recruiting at this GLURC Business Meeting and again at the LUT 
Luncheon.  There will be a Sign-Up Sheet in the main hall for any LUTs 
or LUT Candidates who would like to be part of the LUT Ministry Team.  
 

LUT LUNCHEON AT CONFERENCE  
The 2018 Conference LUT Luncheon included a business meeting and 
keynote speech by Unity Minister Rev. Michael Korpan from Unity of 
Fox Valley in Batavia, Illinois.  Rev. Michael worked with the topic “To 
Tell The Truth” in a way that was challenging and apropos for a LUT.   
 

Rev. Eileen Patra is the keynote speaker for this year’s LUT Luncheon.   
Rev. Eileen is an author, ordained Unity Minister, LUT and Certified 
Spiritual Educator.  She is the author of the recently released spiritual 
novel, “The Mystical Ark: A Vessel of Blessings.”  Rev. Eileen’s talk is 
entitled "From Walls to Bridges: An Empowerment Workshop".  Rev. 
Eileen says, “Whatever we face in this experience called life, we always 
have a choice:  Will we be blocked by obstacles or will we use those 
seeming walls and impediments as bridges to our greatness?”   
  
 



 3 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS THIS YEAR THAT IMPACT OTHER LUTs 

 SEE in the Field took place at Unity of Garden Park on June 21-26. 
 Participated in monthly Board Meetings to represent LUTs 

 Attended the Board Face-to-Face meeting in the Spring 2019. 
 Facebook Page:  “Great Lakes Licensed Unity Teachers”.  The word 

is getting out to LUTs about this FB page, and the number of LUTs 
connecting using the Facebook page continues to increase. 

 Regular communication with the UWSI to gain an understanding 
of changes in LUT course requirements and various LUT programs. 

 

NEWLY LICENSED LUTs   
According to Lynn O’Dell, UWM Licensed Unity Teacher Coordinator, 
there are four new LUTs from the Great Lakes Unity Region since the 
2018 Great Lakes Unity Region Conference.  They are: 

 Sharon Lewis, Unity of Royal Oak 

 Mary Wackrow, Unity of Royal Oak 

 Nancy Anne M. Berdasco, Unity of Bay City 

 Anne Hartupee, First Unity Church of St. Louis 
 

ONGOING PROJECTS 

 

1. LUT Database  
According to Great Lakes Unity Region database information there are 
currently 84 active Licensed Unity Teachers in the Great Lakes Region.   
An email was sent in August 2019 to all LUTs in the Great Lakes Region 

database to confirm accuracy and completeness of the information at 
the time.  The LUT database will continue to be reviewed and updated 
to ensure an accurate and complete listing of all LUTs in the Region 
along with contact information and affiliated Unity churches.  This is 
quite an administrative task, given that LUTs move from the region, 
change status from active to inactive, and other situations occur that 
makes for an ever-changing database.  
 
Recommendation: To facilitate timely access to GLUR LUTs, I would 
recommend that when LUTs send in annual licensing paperwork that a 
copy be sent to the Regional representative. 
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2. LUT Survey 

Following the 2018 GLUR Conference, a Survey was sent to all LUTs in 
the Region asking several questions, including: 

 Do you want to remain on the list of the GLUR LUTs?  
 What is your preferred contact information? Email, phone and 

address plus church affiliation. 
 If you are interested in participating in the GLUR LUT group, will 

you come to 1-2 day long gatherings for LUTs:    
a) in your state? b) centrally in the region? 

 What focus would you be interested in:  a) training done by other 
LUTs; b) support groups to discuss issues and solutions; c) open 
space technology meetings where we examine lots of different 
issues in a short time and perhaps create working groups to do 
ongoing work on them; d) would you like to run a workshop? 

 What topics would you be interested in addressing/learning 
about?  A) communication/conflict resolution in the church 
community; b) diversity and inclusive ministry; c) spiritual healing 
of sexism; d) forgiveness; e) grief and loss; f) shadow work and 
dismantling our triggers; g) what else? 

 

Result: It is noteworthy that not one single response was received from 
this LUT survey.  We had hoped that the survey would encourage 
communication, coordination and collaboration. Unfortunately, that 
expectation was not realized.  This result gives rise to the question of 
why none of the LUTs replied to the survey. 

 

3.   LUT Invitation for September 7, 2019 Communication Workshop 

On August 8, 2019, and email was sent to all LUTs in the Great Lakes 
Region inviting them to participate in a video conference workshop on 
Advanced Communication and Negotiation skills.  The workshop would 
be videotaped and/or streamed live on Zoom for those LUTs who are 
not able to attend.  I planned to co-facilitate the workshop along with 
LUT in training Char Charroll on September 7, 2019 at Unity of Garden 
Park in Cincinnati, Ohio.  Char is a Master’s level counselor, consultant, 
mediator and trainer who has trained prison inmates in communication 



 5 

and conflict resolution skills for over 20 years.  Char has also run bias 
awareness workshops in South Africa after Apartheid and helped PTSD 
veterans with anger management and non-violent communication.   
 

Result: Despite the excitement of offering the communication 
workshop to all LUTs in the Great Lakes Unity Region, no one expressed 
an interest in participating in the workshop, either on-site or on Zoom. 

 

4.  Workshops and Education Events in 2020 

Consideration is underway to conduct Workshops and Education Events 
in 2020.  Discussions include offering State, Sub-Regional, and Regional 
area activities, both on-site at hosting Unity churches and online by way 
of teleconferences.  A number of LUTs have already expressed interest 
in such gatherings for additional learning, networking, and connection. 

LUTs and others will be kept posted on developments, as appropriate. 

 

Concern: That LUTs are not communicating their needs or wants to the 
Regional Rep. I recommend that we send a needs assessment to the 
Ministers asking for their help identifying the obstacles to networking 
regional LUTs and suggesting ways to address them. To quote Rev. 
Eileen Patra again: “Whatever we face in this experience called life, we 
always have a choice:  Will we be blocked by obstacles or will we use 
those seeming walls and impediments as bridges to our greatness?”    
 

 

             Rev. Tom Sylvester 
        September 11, 2019 

 


